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Abstract

Purpose: This study examines the current status and limitations of multicultural education curricula
for pre-service elementary school teachers in Korea. It aims to propose strategies for enhancing their
multicultural competencies.

Methods: By analyzing data from 10 education universities in 2024, the study investigates course
offerings, their classification as mandatory or elective, and their content focus.

Results: Multicultural education is primarily offered as elective and theory-based courses, with limited
practical components. Regional disparities were identified, with rural universities integrating
multicultural education into major subjects, unlike their urban counterparts.

Conclusion: Incorporating multicultural elements into mandatory courses, such as "Student
Guidance and Counseling," is crucial for equipping pre-service teachers with the necessary skills to
thrive in a multicultural society.

Keywords: Pre-service Elementary School Teachers, Multicultural Education Curriculum in
Teacher Education Universities, Multicultural Sensitivity, Multicultural Counseling Competency,
Multicultural Education
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