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Abstract

Social disasters are more than just accidents or technological disasters, they are defined as disasters
stemming from a variety of causes that affect human life, property, and the stability of a country or
society. These disasters can take many forms, including terrorism, crime, and violence, and have a
profound impact on individuals and the public. How we respond after an event, especially how we
treat victims, is crucial.

In cases such as the 1989 Hillsborough stadium disaster in the United Kingdom and the 2022 Itaewon
tragedy in South Korea, we see a lack of adequate and sufficient response, and the nature of the
problem becomes an ideological conflict. This is the result of a misperception of reality and
intentional distortion of the problem, which in turn leads to social conflict and increased costs.

In Buddhism, these problems can be solved through compassion and right view. Resolution is about
effectively healing the aftermath of a disaster and changing our consciousness to prevent it from
happening again. When the social memorialization and healing of a disaster is done properly, our
society can regain stability and the victims can return to their daily lives. In particular, we can
effectively respond to social disasters through four immeasurable states of mind based on the Four
Noble Truths.

Keywords: Itaewon tragedy, social memorialization, compassion, right view, Four Noble Truths,
four immeasurable states of mind
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<¥ 1> The Structure and Meaning of the Four Noble Truths
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o S=7t Uot”. =HH CHEd EMES FZ0| FTAZICL “m2stch, 38 of7|8tR}E” (https://www.truthfoundation.or.kr/notice
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4) "HMgz HE2 zm A3, SNSOl 2 22 7|} ZALESLE  2014E 04" 22YXb J|AL,  https://www.kyongbuk.co.kr/news
/articleView.htm?idxno=652955) ; Xt4 42 MES RIIFES oEA ‘FE’0| = ULHKBS NEWS 2019.05.06., https://news.kbs.co.kr/
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